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PLAN



DEFINITION. DEGREE OF 
DERIVATION

Depending on the purpose of research, various
classifications of suffixes have been used and suggested.
Suffixes have been classified according to their origin,
parts of speech they served to form, their frequency,
productivity and other characteristics. From the
etymological point of view affixes are classified into the
same two large groups as
words: native and borrowed. Here we can point out the
following groups:

a) native (Germanic), such as -er, -ful, -less, -ly.
b) Romanic, such as: -tion, -ment, -able, -eer.
c) Greek, such as: -ist, -ism, -ize.
d) Russian, such as -nik.

Affixes can also be classified
into productive and non-productive types. Here we can
point out the following groups:

a) by productive affixes we mean the ones, which take
part in deriving new words in this particular period of
language development, such as: -er, -ize, --ly, -ness.
b) semi-productive, such as: -eer, -ette, -ward.
c) non-productive, such as: -ard (drunkard), -th (length).



PREFIXATION

Prefixes can be classified according to different principles:

1. Semantic classification:

a) prefixes of negative meaning, such as : in- (invaluable), non-

(nonformals), un- (unfree) etc,

b) prefixes denoting repetition or reversal actions, such as: de-

(decolonize), re- (revegetation), dis- (disconnect),

c) prefixes denoting time, space, degree relations, such as : 

inter- (interplanetary) , hyper- (hypertension), ex- (ex-student), 

pre- (pre-election), over- (overdrugging) etc.

2. Origin of prefixes:

a) native (Germanic), such as: un-, over-, under- etc.

b) Romanic, such as: in-, de-, ex-, re- etc.

c) Greek, such as : sym-, hyper- etc.





CLASSIFICATION OF
PREFIXES



SUFFIXATION. PECULIARITIES OF SOME SUFFIXES

There are different 
classifications of suffixes

Part-of-speech 
classification

Semantic 
classification

Lexico-grammatical 
character of the stem

Origin of suffixes

Productivity



Suffixes can be polysemantic, such as: -er can form nouns with the following
meanings: agent, doer of the action expressed by the stem (speaker), profession,
occupation (teacher), a device, a tool (transmitter). While speaking about suffixes we
should also mention compound suffixes which are added to the stem at the same time,
such as -ably, -ibly, (terribly, reasonably), -ation (adaptation from adapt).

There are also disputable cases whether we have a suffix or a root morpheme in
the structure of a word, in such cases we call such morphemes semi-suffixes, and words
with such suffixes can be classified either as derived words or as compound words, e.g.
-gate (Irangate), -burger (cheeseburger), -aholic (workaholic) etc.




